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ALBANY PORT, INFRASTRUCTURE BOTTLENECK 

173. Mr P.B. WATSON to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure:   
Will the minister please advise the house whether the federal government has created an infrastructure bottleneck 
at the Albany port?   

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN replied: 
I thank the member for Albany for the question.  It is an incredibly important issue.  We have been pointing out 
for quite some time now the grave level of disadvantage that we suffer in Western Australia because of the 
treatment -  

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order, members!   

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  There has been a lot of pontificating from Mr John Anderson, the Deputy Prime 
Minister, about infrastructure bottlenecks.  We have set out in this house the irony of all that in project after 
project.  We have spent almost $200 million on infrastructure to upgrade the port in Dampier.  We could not get 
the commonwealth across the line for a single dollar; it would not give a single dollar for the common user 
infrastructure.  We have had a tiny contribution from it for infrastructure in Ravensthorpe.  It is not making any 
contribution whatsoever in Western Australia to clear these bottlenecks.  Indeed, it gets worse; it is actually 
creating the bottlenecks.  Post-Second World War, a massive bomb disposal program was undertaken.   

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  I call the member for Dawesville to order for the first time.   

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  A very unfortunate set of practices occurred after the Second World War.  Bombs 
were placed on ships and taken out to the edge of the continental shelf and tipped over.  However, the elderly 
people of Albany who saw this happen claim that the bombs were put on wheelbarrows or whatever and wheeled 
out to ships, and they were falling over left, right and centre.  It was a sign of the times.  We were pretty cavalier 
about what we put into the ocean.   

Mr M.W. Trenorden interjected. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  It is true that we did not appoint people just from the National Party to our boards.  
We have appointed some very good National Party people to our boards, but it was a departure of practice in that 
we were not exclusively appointing from the National Party.  We thought it would be an idea to -  

Several members interjected. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  I know it sounds a bit daggy, but we now have port engineers who have 
qualifications!  I know all of that is hideously modern!  We have this problem of an infrastructure bottleneck that 
is creating a great deal of difficulty in our properly delivering an iron ore project to Albany.  The cost so far of 
removing the unexploded ordnance is about $5 million.  The commonwealth has agreed to pay only $160 000 
and has refused to accept any responsibility.  We are demanding that the federal government unblock these 
infrastructure bottlenecks that it is creating.   
 


